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BOOK REVIEWS 195 

The American Supreme Court as an International Tribunal. By 
Herbert A. Smith, M. A., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law; Professor of 
Jurisprudence and Common Law, McGill University, Montreal. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York, 1920. Pp. viii, 123. 

This essay, as it is styled by the author, aims at giving in small compass a 
reasoned summary of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
which involve controversies between States, to the end that the difficult prob- 
lems presented by a League of Nations or an international court may be considered 
in the light of the experience thus available. 

There is, obviously, a general similarity between the scope and purpose of 
the book, and Professor Scott's more comprehensive studies regarding "Judicial 
Settlement of Controversies between States of the American Union" 1 ; and 
Professor Smith frankly acknowledges his indebtedness to Professor Scott. 

As a short resume" of the subject, lucidly written, this little volume will 
commend itself to the layman. It is also entitled to favorable criticism because 
of its appreciation of the following factors which have contributed to the success 
of the-American experiment; the caution with which the Court has exercised 
this jurisdiction, the establishment of its authority before it was necessary for 
it to adjudicate such controversies 2 and the body of law ready to hand with 
which it found itself provided. 

Henry Wolf Bikle 

{ ' Problems of Peace and War. " (Being Volume V of the Transactions 
of the Grotius Society, 1919.) Sweet and Maxwell, London, 1920, pp. 154. 

The Grotius Society is a British Society founded in 1915 "to afford facili- 
ties for discussion of the Laws of War and Peace, and for interchange of opinions 
regarding their operation, and to make suggestions for their reform, and generally 
to advance the study of International Law." Its meetings are held in London 
at 2, King's Bench Walk, in the Temple. 

It is not surprising, in view of the objects above quoted, to find the League 
of Nations occupying almost the entire attention of the Society during the latter 
part of 1919. If any one supposes the only criticism of the Covenant has come 
from the United States, let him examine this volume. He will find here, not 
harangues, but the thoughtful, constructive and sympathetic views of lawyers 
and publicists. There are frequent illuminating passages, as when Sir John 
Macdonell says: "The Covenant of the League of Nations is in its final form a 
mere outline to be filled up in ways yet uncertain. People say, 'The League 
will do this, ' and ' The League will act so and so. ' The League will do nothing, 
the twenty-six articles may be merely a set of imposing promises, the entire 
organization may remain in a state of dignified torpor unless there is an educated 
public opinion demanding that it shall be made a reality;" or Sir Graham Bower: 
"I am one of those who are grateful that the American Senate has undertaken 
a criticism of the League of Nations. I am glad that they have made reserva- 

1 See U. P. Law Review, November, 1920, Vol. 69, p. 83. 

2 With the exception of Chisholm v. Georgia, 2 Dallas 419 (1793), which 
involves different considerations than those presented by controversies between 
States. 



